
© 2004 by David Slater 
 
BLACKWELL PUBLISHING 
350 Main Street, Malden, MA 02148-5020, USA 
108 Cowley Road, Oxford OX4 1JF, UK 
550 Swanston Street, Carlton, Victoria 3053, Australia 
 
The right of David Slater to be identified as the Author of this Work has been asserted in 
accordance with the UK Copyright, Designs, and Patents Act 1988. 
 
AII rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording 
or otherwise, except as permitted by the UK Copyright, Designs, and Patents Act 1988, without 
the prior permission of the publisher. 
 
First published 2004 by Blackwell Publishing Ltd 
 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 
Slater, David, 1946- 
Geopolitics and the post-colonial : rethinking North-South relations / David Slater. 
p.cm. 
 
Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN 0-631-21452-6 (hardback : alk. paper) -ISBN 0-631-21453-4 (pbk. : alk. paper) 
1. International relations. 2. Geopolitics. 3. Postcolonialism. 4. World politics-20th cenrury. 
5. North and south. I. Title. 
 
JZ1251.S582004 
327.1'01-dc22         2004008267 
 
A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library. 
 
Set in 10.5/13 pt Sabon 
by Kolam Information Services Pvt. Ltd, Pondicherry, India 
Printed and bound in the United Kingdom 
by MPG Books Ltd, Bodmin, Cornwall 
 
The publisher's policy is to use permanent paper from milIs that operate a sustainable forestry 
policy, and which has been manufactured from pulp processed using acid-free and elementary 
chlorine-free practices. Furthermore, the publisher ensures that the text paper and cover board 
used have met acceptable environmental accreditation standards. 
 
For further information on 
Blackwell Publishing, visit our website: 
www .blackwellpublishing.com 



CONTENTS 
 
Preface           vii 
Acknowledgements          ix 
 
PART I: CONCEPTUAL AND HISTORICALLSSUES     1 
 

1 For a Post-colonial Geopolitics       3 
 

2 Emerging Empire and the Civilizing Powers of Intervention   30 
 
PART II : WAVES OF WESTERN THEORY      55 
 

3 Modernizing the Other and the Three Worlds 
of Development         57 

 
4 The Rise of Neo-liberalism and the Expansion 
of Western Power         86 
 

PART III: ARCHIPELAGOS OF CRITICAL THINKING    115 
 

5 Societies of Insurgent Theory: The Dependentistas 
Write Back          117 

 
6 Exploring Other Zones of Difference: From the 
Post-modern to the Post-colonial       141 
 

PART IV: GEOPOLITICS IN A GLOBALIZING WORLD    167 
 

7 Post-colonial Questions for Global Times      169 
 
8 'Another World is Possible': On Social Movements, the 
Zapatistas and the Dynamics of 'Globalization from Below'   197 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 Conclusions: Beyond the Imperiality oí Knowledge    223 
 
Notes            234 
 
Reíerences           248 
 
Index            277 


